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Dear friends,

s W This month’s commentary is the first instalment of atwo-part essay
Y that anayzes in greeter detail the astrology of the 1960s and the 2010s.

1 Thisistearitory weve visited before in the newsl etters and will again,

; ; no doubt, in preparation for what's coming, but each timewitha

! different slant and a new perspective.

—Bill Herbst

SATURN-URANUS-PLUTO (PART ONE)

Theastrology that marked the 1960s as an extraordi nary decadeinvol ved the simutaneous dignment of three
planets: Saturn, Uranus, and Pluto. A configuration coming a theend of thisfirst decade of the 21st century
involves the samethree planets and implies that the second decade of this century will beeven more extraordi-
nary, tumultuous, and radicd than the 1960s.

All planetary symbolsin astrology represent archetypa functi ons within thewhol e of human experience.
Each planet has meaningsat different leves: individud, interpersond , familid, and socid; d sopsychol ogicd,
politica, economic, spiritud , etc. We are concerned here with the meanings of thesethree outer planets as
they apply to the collective—in society, culture, and the evol ution of humanity.

In soci ety and culture, Saturn represents authority and tradition, what is ol der and wel | -establi shed, the status
quo of accepted normdiity, and the pecking order of rank based on status Saurnisthe center of thebdl curve
where be onging matters. By contrast, Uranusis thefringe of thebell curve—either the quiet, desperate fringe
of thosewho do not fit and cannot livewithin the ordinary rules, or theactive, intentiond fringe of thosewho
are i conod astic, rebd lious, or contemptuous toward the status quo. Uranus sees theestabli shed order as flawed
and backwar d, serving only thosewho areprivileged. Asa result, Saturn and Uranus are pol ari zed: old versus
new, agever sus youth, traditionversusinnovation, stability versus revol ution.

P uto operates on another socid levd entirdy. It isthe power that resides within theentire collectivefrom the
center to thefringes, power waiting to betgpped and rd eased for good or ill. Pluto represents mass socid
movementsdriven by largely unconsci ous pressures that become consciousonly after they are expressed.



In evolution, Saturnis slow, gradud, cautious, and resi stant to change. Only what isknown istrusted; innove
tionis viewed with suspicion. Uranusis sudden and unpredi ctabl g the cutting edge of change through shock,
upset, and revol ution. Pluto represents cumul aive and tota change, the criticd mass of extremetransformative
power that wells up and eruptsto destroy theold completdy and pavethe way for thenew. Flutois, essentidly,
thetransmutation of energy into matter or matter back into energy.

Themovements of these pl anets constitutethree paired cyd es: Saturn-Uranus, Saturn-Pluto, and Uranus-Al uto.
Those parti cul ar cyd es connect two decades half acentury gpart in time—the 1960sand 2010s—but d| three
cydesarein different phasesin each decade. So, whileboth decades areinnatdy similar in basic plangtary
symbdism, eechis quitedistinct in the parti cul ar manifestati ons of those paired symbols. As a result, what
occurred morethan 40 year s ago and what will becomingintheyearsjust ahead sharea common resonance,
yet uniqudy different tones, likeevol ving themes insuccessi ve chapters of amythic story. Wewon't know
theend of thestory even by 2020, but collectively we || bemuch further d ong in understanding theplot.

Deconstructingthesethree astrol ogica cydesto explain thar respective meaningsin each decade is no essy
task. | think it safeto say that most astrol ogers have not donethehistoricd research or thoughtfully andyzed
the phasechangesin light of astrol ogicd cyd e theory, dthough moreastrol ogers are doing so asthesemgor
cydes approach critica mass again. We need not wait, however. Theeffort iswel worth makinghere and now,
both on my part asawriter and yoursasareaeder. If | can decodeat | esst the essence of theastrol ogy into
English planly and with sufficent d oguence, then by theend of thisessay you will understand morethan
many astrol ogers do about what lies ahead, where it camefrom, and why it’s happening.

Satur n-Ur anus

Saturn and Uranus were oppositein the 1960s, meaning tha they had reached thehdfway pointor full phase
of their cyde Thefull phasetransition represents the cul mination of thecyd e, akin to flowering or harvest.
Wha was planted in spring is harvested in autumn, so theha fway point means that what was growing bursts
intofull socid expressionastheidess are “taken to market.” With the Saurn-Uranus cyde, thisimplies that
chdlengesto traditiond authority and the status quo bresk out into open confrontation.

Thebeginning of that cydeoccurred in 1941-1943. Thisistheperiod of thetitani ¢ struggle between Germany
and the Soviet Union, aswell as Americd sentry intoWorld War 11. Below isasampling of theextraordinary
deve opmentsthat germinaed in that time.

» The urgent push to arm Allied forces began what woul d evolveinto aper manent military-industrid complex.
Though our amy, navy, and air forcewere composed mostly of “citizen-sold ers,” thoseyear s saw thefirst
push toward aprofessiona military and corporate support system tha woul d reshape America s economy

and itssociety.

* Technol ogy | egped f orward because of thewar. Radar, thefirst computers, jet arcraft, rocketry, and thepush
to cregte nud ear wegpons are just afew exampl es of unprecedented deve opments in war industry that would
|ater change theentirelandscape of ordinary life

* Blacks entered thearmed servicesin largenumbers out of the patriotic urgeto servetheir country. Ther sdf-
esteem rose despite entrenched institutiond racism. Americawas“ fighting for freedom and democracy,” and
theirony was not | ost on blacks that they were nether free nor respected in their own nation. Although no overt
rebd lionstook placein theranks, theresentment fdt by black soldiers stoked thefirestha would | ater inflame
the Civil RightsMovement.

» Women took over asignificant shareof theeffort to producewar materid asfactory workers. “Rosiethe
Riveter” isafamousicon from that period of women’s newfound freedom to work outsidethehome. The
Feminist Movement’sind stenceon equd rights was seeded here.

Theserevol utionary devd opments highlighted the confrontati on of new versus old in American culture and, as
they cameto culmination and borefruit duringthe 1960s, dl of them would play significant rolesin theculturd
upheavds of that decade.
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Satur n-Pluto

Saturn was d so opposite Pluto in the 1960s configuration The Saturn-Pluto cyderepresentsthegdvanic
power of human fears, especidly fears that emergefrom the unconsci ousconcerning real or imagined externd
enemies. Themaor turning points of the cyd e—especidly the conjunction and oppos tion—imply times where
theruling dites (traditiond authorities) manipulate publicfearsto justify aggressive useof power, usudlyto
makewar and repress dissent. Activations of this cydeinvol ve secrecy, conspiracy, and dl theother institu-
tiond manifestati ons of flat-out paranoiathat serve somevague notiaon of “nationd security,” usudly withthe
tacit gpprovd of afrightened (and misinformed) public.

The Saturn-P uto cydethat cul mineted during the 1960s had itsrootsin the beginning of that cydefrom
1946-1948 Despitetheeuphoriaof Americans over the victorious end of World Wer 11, that period saw a
degper, moreinsidious fear set in—thet of the Cold War with the Soviet Union theme odramaof “democracy
and capitdism’ against “godless communism,” and thestart of a nud ear arms race that would jeopardizethe
very futureof cdvilization. WinstonChurchill ddivered hiswell-known “Iron Curtain” speech a Westminster
Collegein Fulton, Missauri, as theconjunction todk hold in 1946. The find year of 1948 saw the East German
bl ockade of Berlin and thedefiant American arlift. By 1949, the Russ ans had TheBomb.

From thoseroots, the Cold War reached its peak during the 1960s—early on with the Cuban MissileCrisisin
1962, then again as the* domino theory” of uber-hawks such as Generd CurtisLeMay embroiled Americain
the sensd ess slaughter and penultimatetragedy of Vietnam (“penultimate’ becausea similar tragedy would be
played out in Irag during the next Saturn-A uto oppositionin theaftermath of 9-11).

Richard Nixon was d ected president in 1968 on a“law and order” platform, a dassic Saturn-Pluto ploy, after
Richard Ddey’s Chicago policeran riot during protests a the Democratic Convention. In May 1969, Cdifornia
Governor Rond d Resgan ordered state policeto quash public demonstrati ons supporting “Peopl€ s Park” in
Beked ey, followed oneyear | ater by the Ohio Nationad Guard'sinfamousKent State shootings. J. Edgar
Hoover’'sFBI infiltrated the Black Panthers, and in December, 1969, Panther | eeder Fred Hampton was
mysteriously murdered in his bed. These are just asampling of the many violent d ashes between Saturn-
Uranus and Saturn-Pl uto: socid revolt juxtaposed by staterepression.

Uranus-Pluto

Thisbrings usto thethird and most important cyd etha shaped the 1960s: the conjunction of Uranus and Pluto.
Unlikethetwo oppostionsthet had ther rootsin earlier times, this was the begi nning of the Uranus-Fl uto
cyde meaning tha what was seeded was brand new, origind, and unprecedented, taking shapethrough deeply
emotiond and instincti ve passions.

| wroteabout the Uranus-Pluto cyd eat the beginning of this series of commentaries, in the September and
October newsl etters of 2005. Those essays arearchived on my web site. One or two essays arehardly sufficient
to plumb thedepths of Uranus-Aluto meanings, so I'll add more here to what was written then.

Uranus representstheintd | ect goplied to scence, technol ogy, and socid theories. Its expression variesfrom
theidiosyncratic and eccentric a theindividud leve , wherewillful ind stence on persona freedom throws off
shackles of conformity and restraint, to concernsfor equdity a thecollectivelevd , where its humanitarian
impu ses operate. The action of Uranusis sudden, unpredi ctabl e shocking, and revol utionary. Likedternaing
dectricd current, Uranusis a bipolar symbol that flips back and forth between opposite pol es.

P uto symbolizes the power buried desp within the dark recesses of the naturd world or the coll ectiveuncon-
scious of thehuman psyche, powers so primd and vast tha they are nearly incomprehensibleto our rationd
minds. Sex and death are both Plutonian. The primordid energies of Pluto are usudly destructivewhen

rel eased, in metaphoricd vol cani c eruptions, earthquakes, or floods that wipeavay most of what camebefore.
A uto purges thelandscape, | eaving in thewake of annihil aion avoid tha gppears empty and baren, but is
actudly super-fertile The phoenix rises from its own ashes.
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When the heady, willful intdlect of Uranus fuses with the degp-seated emotiond power of Fluto, theactiva
tiors of their shared cyd ein each quaterly phase change correspond to radicd ideas (either socid or techno-
logical) that erupt a a masslevd to destabilizethe coll ectiveand explode usinto periods of dynamic, chaotic,
and provocativerevol ution that are both exhilarating and upsetting. Creetion of the new and destruction of the
oldintertwine

Peopl ewho resonateto Uranian or Plutonian archetypes suddenly fed empowered to chdlengesociety, and
even thosewhosetemperaments are otherwi sereasonabl e or cautious can be swept up intheemationa tsunami
of extremebehaviors. M oderation vani shes in the quest to manifest a any cost what onebdievesto betrue.

A senseof crystdlinedarity coexists with the shadow of insane compulsivity.

Thiscydeisimmensdy powerful when active, in part because of theinherent wild-card nature of the outer
planetsinvolved, but aso because of its length. Thecurrent Uranus-Pluto cydeis 139 years long and thus
much “heavier” thanthe46-year Saturn-Uranus cydeor the 34-year Saturn-Pluto cyde. Asaresult, the
Uranus-P uto cyceisthemost criticd when all threeare simultaneously active. |t sets atoneand a context
within which thetwo Saturn cycles then take specific shape.

Deconstr ucting the 1960s Alignment

When Saturn moved intothemiddl e of Pisces precisdy as Uranus and Plutoconjoined in themiddleof Virgo,
wesaw theresults of two oppositions col lidingwith one conjunction. Thisimplied on theonehand the naturd
and i nevitable culmination of culturd movementsfirst set intomotion during the 1940s These movements
reeched full maturity, dthoughin great tension, just as an entirdy new and unexpected deve opment erupted
from the coll ective unconsci ousthat provoked massimpact and socia upheavd sin successivetidd waves of
uncontroll abl e passion

Oppositions imply confrontation, but they d so present opportunities for negotiation and the necessity for
compromise. Thosel atter possi biliti es were swept awvay in the 1960s, undercut by the extreme emotionsof
the accompanying conjunction. What might havebeen a socid did ogue becameinstead a culturd mdee,
theequivdent of abar room brawl.

A profound and i ntractabl e pol ari zati on was implied by thisconfiguration. Thosewho rebdled against the
statusquo to seek change did so based on longstanding gri evances (Saturn-Uranus) or becausethey were
caught up in thewild momentum erupting from the col | ecti ve unconsc ous (Uranus-P uto). For them, thetime
was ripeto demand freedom. M eanwhil e, thosewhose sdl f-interest was invested i nto authority, conservatism,
conformity, or traditiond va ues (Saturn-Pluto) fat intensdy threatened and saw no other option but to forcibly
repress this assault on theexistingsocid order.

Somecrossover occurred, of course, in conversions of faith. Certain peoplewho bdieved in new ided swere
quickly disillusoned by theincressing chaos and reverted back to tradition. Likewise, someon thesideof
authority and order were gd vani zed by the push for justiceor disturbed by reactionary abuses of power.
Mostly, however, pol arization i ncreased throughout the 1960s i nto the early 1970s. Thosewho insi sted on
changewereindefati gably opposed by thosewho resi sted it, with neither sidegiving an inch except through
coercion.

The’60s cracked open a hugegenerationd divide. The rampats were lined with banners, courtesy of main-
stream and underground media “Tunein, turn on, drop out” and “Don’t trust anyone over 30" becamemantras
for young Baby Boomers, whilethe“Silent Mg ority” and “Law and Order” united theolder Civic-Gl cohort
that fet bewildered and angry over their children’s rg ection. Mass mediaitsd f moved toward cultura domi-
nancein this decade as the psychol ogicd tod s of marketing werehoned (Uranus and Plutoin Virgo) into a
potent forcefor mani pulating minds and shapingpublic opinion.

In science, thefantastic actudly happened (Saturn in Pisces) when humans wa ked on the M oon, providing
the culmiration to therocket sciencebegun in the 1940s. Beneath the spectacul ar, however, quieter scientific
revol utions wereemerging in the understanding of systems(Uranus conjunct Flutoin Virgo). Ecol ogy was
born here. Agribusinessconglomerates digned themsd veswith theevol ving scenceof genetics.
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Bregkthroughsin manufacturi ng and fabri cating technol ogies al owed creation of thefirst true microprocessors
to miniaturi ze computer circuitry.

Limitations and rules (Saturn) of every kind were chdlenged, disrupted, or cast aside (Uranus and Pluto). The
birth control pill fomented achaotic sense of sexua freedom and experimentation (Uranus) that cha lenged
traditiond mores (Saturn). Whileguilt and shame (Saturn) remai ned powerful psychol ogicd forces, they lost
someof their power as socid inhibitors when sex (Pluto) burst out of the d oset with avengeance. “If it fed's
good, do it” inspired someand disgusted others.

Thesanctity of marriageand thenud ear family itsdf cameunder assault. Divorcesincressed dramaticaly
(Seturn-Uranus). Open marriage, commures, dternate lifestyles, and bl ended families madeinroads agai nst
1950s myths of conformity (Uranus-Pluto). Family sysemsthergpy was invented here (V irgo-Pi sces), along
with addi ction/recovery movements and both | ed to di sturbing reve aions surounding theformerly secret
violaion of taboos such asincest and abusewithin alarger percentage of familiesthan anyonehad previously
imagined.

Institutionai zed religion (Seturn in Pisces) shuddered and quaked (P uto) as churches were radicdized (Ura
nus) toward socid activism. Some peopl erg ected faith dtogether (Saturn-Uranus) whileothers gravitated
toward the sudden i nflux of Eastern religionsand occult mysticism thet | ater took hold as New Age Meaphys-
ics (Uranus-Pluto). Lessvisiblein thetumult was an equadly intense grassroots movement toward reacti onary
fundamentaism (Saturn-Pluto), which emerged in | ater decades as a potent socid forcel obbying for ultracon-
savativevauesin sexudity, traditiond families, and af ervent, absol ute bd i &f in theimagi ned goodnessof
times past. Such isthenature of the human need for certainty.

Ind| these shocking devel opments, pol ari zation was the order of theday: revol ution and counter-revol ution,
ided and counter-ided . Sodi eti es around theworl d—mog conspi cuously Americaand China—werewr acked
and pulled apat from both sides as extremes attacked the center. Despitethetendency to identify certain people
asradicd s and others as reacti onari es, thetruth was i nfinitdly more compl ex and a together paradoxicd.
Almog everyonein 1960s Americaembodied € ements and bl i ef s from both sides. The proportionsvaried
from person to person, as did parti cul ar i nterests and manifestati ons, but thewild, strange, often incoherent

ama gam of pushingfor changewhiled so hol ding onto tradition was present in somefashion within nearly
every psyche. Themovement was forward and backward simultaneoudy.

Some peopl eresponded to these pressures by fusing the oppositesinto an dloy of great strength and purpose
that they took with them into ther futures. Others remai ned unresol ved, divided within themse ves. Many were
relieved when thetumultuous period ended. And findly, some peoplewere literd |y destroyed, burned out and
consumed ether by their own inner contradictions or by theviolent excesses of thedecadeitsdf.

All thisisind cated withinthematrix of thethreeastrol ogica cydesthat defined the 1960s, reved ed by their
specific phases. One conjunction and two oppositionson theV irgo-F sces axis. One long cyd estarted (Uranus-
A uto), propd lingus toward thefuture, whiletwo shorter cyd es culminated (Saturn-Uranus and Saturn-F uto),
illuminating thepast. New seeds were planted whiled ready ri pening crops were harvested.

The Saturn-Uranus-P uto dignment of the 1960s was thefulfillment in fact of what had been (both for good
andforill) and thecrestion in feding of what might eventualy become (both for better and for worse).

Bill Herbst residesin Olympia, W ashington. To learn about his telephone sessions with clients go to
hisweb ste a www.billherbst.com, and click on the link in the upper right corner for Sessions FAQ.
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