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Dear friends,

On May 1st, 2005, | will be dosing my lifein the Twin Cities, leaving
Minnesota, and rd ocating to the Pacific Northwest, to anew homein
Olympia, Washington. | love Minnesota and am sad to leave, but we
follow our path as we can seeit, and sometimes the path leads us to a
different or even unimagined future.

To my many dear friends and loyd dientsin the Twin Cities areg, | bid
you dl afond adieu. | hopeto return from time to time for happy visits.
| will continue to be professiondly available to my Minnesota dients,
but by td ephone rather than face-to-face.

All moves are disruptive, cross-country moves especially so. As | post thisnotice a the end of March,
| have amonth to pack, cdlose up my affars, and say goodbye to my bdoveds.

My new address will be: 404 Cressida Street SE
Olympia, WA 98513-1595

THE AcCELERATED PLuTO FACTOR

Some of the many redizations tha emerge from the serious study of astrology are easily accessible they
legp into our awareness, virtudly shouting to be recognized. Other astrologicd insights are more subtle,
requiring ether awell-devel oped eye or, just as often, prolonged technicd digging to unearth. | want to
write in thiscommentary about one significant astrologicd phenomenathat lives in this |ess obvious
realm.

“Death and rebirth” is asimplified catchphrase in astrology for the symbolism of the outer planet Pluto.
Pluto represents the raw power tha waits unseen in the dark underworld of human existence, ether inthe
personal unconscious or the collective unconscious. Thisis ruthless, raw power that can, on occasion,
transform our lives by “burning avay” old conditions and paving the way for arenewed and enlarged

perspective.



The mere fact tha any individud life may be dramatically dtered by externd eventsis not, in and of
itsdf, necessarily Plutonian. Throughout history, human lives have dways been subject to unpredictable
changes, wild-cards that arise either from acts of nature or developments in the socid collectives of which
we are apart. Our individud destinies can be dtered, sometimes irrevocably, by events we did not
personally creae and cannot control. That does not, however, dway s mean that we oursdves are changed.
Many people go through dramatic externd changes in without a corresponding shift intheir internal

under standing.

What differentiaes Plutonian transformations from the more mundane intrusions of life—however mgor
these may be in dtering our course—is that Pluto’s effects cut right to the heart of our core bdiefs about
life and, more critically, our assumptions about ourseves. Whatever our perspective was on the meaning
of lifein general and our personal identity withinit, Pluto destroys the context of our former under stand-
ing, as if the floor beneath our feet had given way. Everything we think we know is chalenged as massive
forces overwhelm us. This process often begins externdly, through unexpectedly dramatic and intense
crcumstances, but the result—the final impact—is necessarily interior.

In other words, some events are just thingsthat hgppen to us, which, one way or another, we takein stride,
adapting as necessary. No mater how dramatic or life-changing they seem a the surface, these experi-
ences do not dter who we are. Plutonian events, however, are transformative. We cannot teke them in
stride. We cannot adapt. We go down for the count. We die. Order is replaced by chaos. And, if we re
lucky, we are then resurrected, born anew, but with an enlarged perspective, a higher sense of order.

As aplanet, Pluto isso far avay tha it existsin perpetud night, with the Sun gppearing to be merely one
moretiny star in ablack sky. On average, Pluto takes about 248 years to make one complete circuit
around the Sun.

Most planets inour solar system have nealy circular orbits. Comets, on the other hand, move indliptica
orbits that slingshot around the Sun a rdaivey dose distance, then shoot out very far toward the fringes
of our cosmic neighborhood in orbitsthat are extremely flatened and stretched out. Plutois dmost more
like a comet than aplanet in tha itsorbit isdlipticd rather than circular.

At gohdion (farthest distance), Plutois about 4.6 billion miles from the Sun, while a perihdion (closest
distance), itisonly 2.8 hillionmiles avay. For a short time during itscydic “ year,” Pluto actually moves
inside the orbit of Neptune and is doser to the Sunthan the gas giant. The last time this Plutonian penetra
tion occurred was from January 1979 to February 1999. For those two decades, Pluto was not the most
remote mgor body inthe solar system.

For purposes of this essay, the most rdevant and striking festure of Pluto’'s dliptica and uncentered orbit
is that it does not move through the 12 signs of the zodiac a regular intervas. From our vantage point,
Pluto speads up and slows down dramaticaly as it moves through the heavens. In the fla section of its
orbit when passing dosest to the Sun, Pluto gppears to move through the zodiac much faster than  the
extended “ends” of its orbit.

By contrast, the other outer planets, with ther roughly circular orbits, show very regular passages through
the signs. Jupiter is quite dependable with its 12-year orbit, moving through each sign—Aries, Taurus,
Gemini, eic.—in asingle year. Saurn spends atad more than 2 1/3years in every sign, Uranus takes 7,
and Neptune 14.

Plutois different. Snceit has a 240+ year cyde, an “average” passage through a sign would take about 20
years, |IFit had adrcular orbit. Given Futo’s dlipticd orbit, however, it takes more than twice as long to
pass through some signs than others.

Her€ s the breskdown for Pluto’s current run through the zodiac, withthe date of entry into each sign and
the number of years required to pass through tha sign:
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1822 Aries—29
1851 Taurus—31
1882 Gemini—30
1912 Cancer—25
1937 Leo—19

1956 Virgo—15
1971 Libra—12
1983 Scorpio—12
1995 Sagittarius—13
2008 Capricorn—15
2023 Aquarius—20
2043 Pisces—23

Note the difference: 31 years in Taurus versus only 12in Scorpio.
How is thisrdevant to your life? Well, tha will take abit longer to establish, but bear with me.

In western astrology, the basics of every chart indude ten mgor bodies—the Sun, Moon, and eight
planets other than the earth—plus two axes (the vertical and horizontd, cdled “angles’). Many other
bodies can and are often used, but these twelve comprise the fundamentals.

As bodies move through the heavens, they activate cycles with these twdve symbols. Each cycle has
various trigger points, the most important of which are a the quarters. So, to keep things simple, Iet’s
focus on those tweve cydes and their 48 trigger points (cdled “transits”).

Every year, the Sun gppears to move through the entire zodiac, going around your chat once. Over that
year, itwill activate dl 48 criticd transits for about two days each. Each of these periods introduces a
particular emphasis of meanings, fedings, atitudes, and possible events into your life. Sun transits are
about vitdity, pride, and basic life-energy.

Jupiter transits are about opportunity, buoyancy, and optimism, among other qudities. Every twelve years,
Jupiter ectivates dl 48 criticd transits, an average of four per year. In afull life of 80 years, you'll
experience every Jupiter transit six to seven times.

Now consider Pluto. Plutonian transits carry the meaning of confrontation with overwhdming power in
experiences of death and rebirth, profound watershed periods where protean forces wel up from within
the unconscious depths of our psyches or come a us from the outer world. Not every Pluto transit actualy
brings psychological death or rebirth, but that potentid existsin dl 48 of the criticd events. A hierarchy
of power differentiates the transits. Some are inherently more significant than others, but dl 48 matter.

How many critical Plutotransits will you experience in your lifetime? How many different deaths and
rebirths might you have to go through? The answer to those questions depends on three different factors:

1. How longyou live
2. Mahematicd distribution of the 12 points inyour natd chart
3. The generation into which you were born.

In this commentary, I'm focusing only on the third variable. The reason that third variableis significant is
becauseit tels ushow far Pluto will travel through your chart. Since Pluto takes 240+ years to get around
your entire chart, noone lives long enough to get dl 48 critical Pluto transits.

Let’s assume alife span of 80 years. Some of uswon't live that long, others will live wd | past that, but 80
is dose to the current average expected longevity inindustridized countries with adequate diets and
hafway decent healthcare.

Thisiswhere Pluto’s dlipticd orbit and varying passages through different signs becomes meaningful—
in sub-generational groups.
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For a person born in 1840 who died in 1920, Fluto was moving & itsslowest. It traversed only 79° of the
heavens during those years, less than three signs of the zodiac or one-quarter of the chart. So people of
that generation activated—on average—only 11 of the criticd 48 Plutonian transits. Twelve death and
rebirth possibilities inafull lifetime.

Next, consider that a person who lived from 1890-1970 would have seen Pluto moving faster, this time
traversing about 126° of the zodiac, four full signsor aout onethird of the chart. A person of tha
generaion would have activated, on average, about 17 of the 48 possible critical Pluto transits.

Now for the coup de grace: For someone born in 1950 who will live until 2030, Pluto has been moving a
its fastest speed of the whole cycle, traversing awhopping 172° of the zodiac, dmost six signs and nearly
HALF of the chart. Thismeans tha, onaverage, aperson of that particular generationa cohort can expect
23 criticd Plutonian transits, literdly twice as many deeth and rebirth confrontaions as someone born
from 1840-1880.

For daity, | need to insert here the caveat tha these are group averages. Different individuds, even those
born in the same year, can have very different mathematical distributions of the 12 points intheir respec-
tive charts, s the numbers of critical Pluto transits will vary dramaticaly from person to person.

Viewed from the standpoint of age-linked popul aion demographics, however, these averages reved that
some generations will be inherently subjected to greater impacts of eruptive power, more prof ound
endings and beginnings, and the pressures of surrender to degth and rebirth.

If you want to know how far Pluto will travel in your lifetime or your children’ s, heré s a breakdown
based on decade of birth and presumed 80-year lifespan:

1900-1980—126°
1910-1990—142°
1920-2000—155°
1930-2010—165°
1940-2020—170°
1950-2030—172°
1960-2040—168°
1970-2050—160°
1980-2060—148°
1990-2070—134°
2000-2080—121°
2010-2090—109°
2020-2100—100°

Notice that the peak is right in the middie a 1950. Those of us born between 1930 and 1970 will, as
groups, experience the greatest number of persond or collective confrontations with irresistible power.
No, wedidn't fight in two world wars, nor did most of uslive through the Great Depression. Neverthel ess,
considered psychologicdly and even spiritudly, we are the generations of both the dark night of the soul
and the possibility at least of redemption.

I do not mean to denigrate the existing seniors born before 1930 or younger individuads born after 1980,
who comprise more than hdf the world population. Thisis agradud curve, not a black-and-white
distinction. Those older and younger generations dso have somewhat devated Plutonian impacts. But
people born from 1930-1970 now occupy the primary positions of power in civilization and will continue
to do so through the next 20 years, which will represent the most critical crossroads ever seen in human
evolution. The decisions we make over the next two decades will determine the shagpe of the world.

As individuds and groups, we may refuse to recogni ze the darkness within oursd ves and doggedly ding

to the past. That means continuing down the road of manipulation for personal gain and the use of force to
get what we want. Tha path, so common throughout history, leads to ruin.
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On the other hand, we may findly start to get it as we reap the toxic harvest of our own unconsci ousness
and narrow perspectives. We might actudly begin to give up our obsession with violent power and
repressive control, outgrowing findly our species’ deranged adol escence as we learn to channd those
aggressive energies in more graceful ways.

Pandora’s Box has been flung open. In poetic simile, it's like living onafault ling, where earthquakes are
an ever-present possibility, or wating for the next tsunami to wipe avay the entire village, or existingin
the shadow of nudear aamageddon, where The Bomb could go off a any minute.

For those of us with acceerated Plutos, tha existentid insecurity ispart of our spiritud inheritance and
our psychological condition. How we ded with power and change, death and rebirth, will determinein
large part our legecy to the future of humanity.

Bill Herbst resides in Olympia, Washington. To schedule an astrological session, either in-person locally or
long-distance via telephone, send an email to bill@billherbst.com, or call 612-207-4486 and |eave a voicemail.
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