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L Dear friends,

One thing wewon't see on TV or hear from any taking-head politica
pundits on CNN or FOX isan andysis of the lifepaths of George W.
Bush and John Kerry over the next four years. Astrology, however, is
uniquely suited to provide a least a glimpse into the futures of these
two men. Though very different in totdity, the emerging cydes in ther
charts do share one striking similarity in2005. That's the subject of this
month’s newsl etter.

AFTER THE ELECTION

In 2005, both George W. Bush and John Kerry will undergo the activation of the Uranus-Mars cydein
their respectivecharts. What is theUranus-Mars cycde, and why should we care that both menwill soon
experience it?

Discovered in 1787 near the end of what has been termed by western scholars the “age of enlightenment,”
Uranus is linked to both the American and French revol utionsand the rise of science, specifically, the
introduction of dectricity intocivilization. As the first of the “modern” planets (meaning those that cannot
be seen with the unaided eye, and whose symbolismistheref ore not part of the “naturd” world of common
sense), Uranus is awild-card factor, a symbol of disruption to our ordinary, day-to-day expectations of
reality.

Inastrology, Uranusisindeed the planet of “electric shocks.” Itscore meaningisthe urge to break free
from an oppressive and unconscious status quo. Uranus' action is sudden and unpredictable, with the
inherent instability of bi-polarity—first one thing, thenits opposite. The purpose of Uranusin thematrix of
astrologicd symbolsis avakening, jolting usout of the complacency of old habits and unconscious
routines. We experience separaion and independence through radical change, leaving behind the familiar
and known to embrace the new and unusua, even the unacceptable. Like aroller coaster ride, such chaos
can be provocaivey exciting or sickeningly disturbing, sometimes careening from one to the other.

Uranus has an 84-year cyclearound thezodiac. At somepoint between birth and age 21, Uranus activates
Mars for the first timein our birth charts. From then on, the cyd e reactivates a another quarter every 20-21
years. Each of these “transits’ has an effective period of up to 20 months (dthough the average length isa
year), during which our lives are “pregnant” with explosiveenergies of desire or aggression. Over the



period of atypicd Uranus-Mars transit, three or four mgor shocks may occur, either out of usor a us
ether exciting or traumatic, but always unexpected and a surprise even to ourseves.

When Mars isstimulated by Uranus, the result iswillful rebelliousness. Suddenly we cannot stand beng
told what we can do or not do. We may even look for authorities to chdlenge. Thisindudes even our own
internd authority, which may be chdlenged by desires from within or radica eventsfrom outside. Like the
blasting cgp on astick of dynamite, Uranus stimulates Mars wildly, re easing our aggressive tendencies.
Cdm and detached one minute, we are then filled in the next with thehea of impetuous passion. Itisan
on-off, dl-or-nothing experience

Consider a Clint Eastwood moment. | magine sitting in abar, quietly sipping adrink. You are very much a
peece. A drunk ambles by and stumbles into you, spilling alittleof hisdrink on your shirt. Without so
much as aword of warning, you grab the bottleon the bar and smashiit violently over thedrunk’shead. He
goesdown like aton of bricks, bloodied, out like alight. Amidst thehorrified stares of other patrons, you
return to meditating on your drink. “He provoked me,” you hisswith quiet menace, as if that were dl the
justification needed.

That’s one scenario for Uranus-Mars. Ancther is sudden change that hgppens TO usrather than OUT of us.
Imagine driving home one day to discover that your house has burned down. Everything you own has gone
upinflames, consumed by the inferno. Your security isin ashes. All thepersona possessionsthat previ-
ously defined your identity are toast. While this may be atragedy, itisdso anew birth of freedom, a
ceansing by fire forceful permission from thegods to stat over withaclean slae

Or imagine tha you'rein agable long-term marriage. You love your patner, but sometimes you wonder
whether the exchange of freedom for security might have been a Faustian bargain. One day you meet
someone new. Quite unexpectedly, passion roarsup from insideyou likea freight train. You must have this
new person, regardless of therisk, and a any cost. Do you act on that impulse? Do you toss avay many
years of marriage for a mere fling? Under the influence of Uranus-Mars, odds are much greater that you
might just do that. The new rdationship may not last, and your mariage may not end, but any stagnation
you felt aout intimacy will definitdy be over.

You couldfind yoursdf wanting anew car that’sway beyond your budget. Hell, youdon't even need a
new car, but you see one on the highway, and suddenly you want it. Every day for four months, you tdll
yoursdf that it's dlly to want acar you can't afford it, and that you must not even think about buyingit. All
thewhile, however, desire is percolating up from your unconscious like vol canic magmalooking for away
to bresk through the crust. Then one day, BANG. You drive to the ded ership, wak in, meke adeal inten
minutes, and drive out with your new car. A wisededcision? Perhgps not, but wisdom has nothing whatso-
ever todo with Uranus-Mars, where taking action represents relief from unbearabl e stress.

PRESIDENTS CHARTS

George W. Bushwasborn withMarsin early Virgo, while John Kerry’sMarsis in early Gemini. Astro-
logicdly, their respective Mars are a nearly exact right angles to each other (called a“square”), implying
that their masculinities are in dchemical conflict. These two men rub each other the wrong way, withlittle
love lost between them.

Uranus is currently moving through early Pisces. From April 2005 through January 2006, Uranus will be
oppositeMarsin George W. Bush's chart. AlImost simultaneously, dthoughinalonger event, Uranuswill
besquare John K ery’snatd Mars, from May 2005 all theway through November 2006.

Were these men simply private citizens living ordinary lives, the simultaneous Uranus-Mars transits about
to activate in ther charts would be provocative certainly, but of much less concern. If Bush and Kerry were
regular guys having astrologicd sessionswith me, | could discussthe possiblemeanings of their transits
with afar degree of equanimity. Based on their individua charts, we could tak about possibly radical
changes of career direction or hedth, the tendency toward rash action, or even sexud reuvenation. What-
ever the symboliclevelsindicated in the charts, my andysisof “positive’ versus“negative’ manifestations
would be roughly equd.

But these are not regular guys. They are candidates for the highest dected officein America; one of them
will become the most powerful politica figureinthe world. More to the point, either Bush or Kerry will be
Commander-in-Chief of the largest military force in human history. Either one or the other will have his
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finger on the proverbid button of nudear annihilation a atime of serious geopoliticd instability. That
dters the astrologica dynamics and potentiad meanings of their Uranus-Mars transits in profound ways.

So, given that one of these men will be our next President, what might happen during hisUranus-Mars
transit?

With Uranus asthe leading planet in Bush'schart and with Kerry’ s natd Mars-Uranus conjunction, these
paralld Uranus-Mars transits imply a greater likdihood of some sort of unexpected explosion. Many
possi hilities exist for diff erent specific scenarios, but it’s hard not to imagine their expressionsinvolving
conspi cuous and sudden violence, with persona implicationsfor whichever man isthen occupying the
WhiteH ouse and—more onerously—collective ripplesfor thecountry asawhole.

Considered from the standpoint of “textbook” interpretations, many obvioustriggers|eap to mind—strikes
on U.S. sail by Islamic militants, Iraq’sdisintegration into full-scd e civil war, amdtdowninvolving | srael
and Pdestineon theWest Bank, further American military invasions of foreign countries (Syria, Iran, or
North K orea are dready staed targets), presidentid injury or assassinaion, even thepossible death of the
president’s spouse. Oddly enough, these unpleasant scenarios may be too cruddy linear to satisfy Uranus’
wily modus operandi. By definition, Uranus eschews the obvious and takes us by aurprise from areas where
we have not been atentive, shocking us awake from our slumber. That lobbiesfor new and unprecedented
deve opments asyet unforeseen.

Specific transits in any chart must be interpreted within the larger context of the chart’s overall pattern of
active gycles. So, before discussing how each candidate might respond as President to his Uranus-Mars
transit in 2005, let melay out those patterns.

GEORGE W.BUSH

Along with his coming Uranus-Mars activation, George W. Bushisnow inthe midst of a series of very
heavy Saturn transits. Our current president has aready been through his Saturn-Sun conjunction last June
(the most significant event in dl of astrology), so anew understanding of hislife-purpose isnow settling
into place inside, slowly taking root in Bush’semotiond core.

At the dection and dl the way through thefirst half of 2005, Bush has his second Saturn Return (meaning
that Saturn will “return” to itshbirth postion, a chronologica event that occurs for dl of usa ages 29, 58,
and 87). Hisphysical and emotiond hedthwill beunder continuing stress as Bush's bei€efs, visions, and
dreamsare chdlenged by hard, cold reality. He isbeing forced into introspection, whichisfor Mr. Bush an
uncomfortablestae of mind.

An old axiom of palitics isthat the only concern for a politician greater than getting e ected isthat of
getting re-dected. 1f Bush winsa second term, so theconventiond wisdom goes, he will be freed from the
constraints of pleasing voters. Many Democrats and progressives view tha possibility with grave concern.

It'shard toimagine George W. Bush acting more rashly or with greater willful aggression than he did
during hisfirst term. | f re-elected, we can expect Bush to continue his economic deconstruction and his
belligerent stance toward nations that he regards as threats. Another magor atack on U.S. soil would no
doubt provoke mgor retdiation. That he might pull troops out of Iraq to mount anew invasion isnot
inconceivable.

But Saturn will not let up on Mr. Bush. From late August 2005 through July 2006, during the second haf of
his Uranus-Mars transit, Saturn crosses Bush's Leo Ascendant and passes over his Mercury-Pluto conjunc-
tion dose by inthe same sign. Any overweening pride or ego will hit awal, and the power of Bush's sdf-
expression may be severdy limited by somber responsibilities and external chalengesto hisauthority.

Bush dready has one albatross around hisneck with I rag. T he Pottery Barn rule (“ you break it, you own
it") has dready comeinto effect, and the situation there could worsen over time Bush staked everything on
Irag, and—though it may not cost him the dection—thedead weight of tha tragedy may causehis boat to
ride dangerously low in thewater. The danger does not come from theanti-war left, nor even from the
Democrats, but instead from the very base of Bush's support. Most Americans don’t give a damn about
Iragi dead, but they will &bide a continuing stream of red-white-and-blue-draped coffinsfor only solong.

Inaddition, various potentid scandal s continue to simmer inthe background: Abu Ghraib, Cheney’s secret
energy meetings, the Vderie Plume outing, ec. Investigations into dl these are ongoing. So far, the
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President has beeninsulated, but any one of them could reach into his second administration with chilling
eff ects for Mr. Bush (remember Nixon and Watergate?).

These are only someof the Saturnian hobbl es already constricting the President. Othersmay emerge Asa
result, | expect President Bush to exerciserestraint if he isre-dected to a second term. Ever since October
2003, when Saurn started itslong run of mgor transits in hischart, Mr. Bush has grown increasingly
cautious. Both hisrhetoric and his actud policies shifted toward more measured and careful stances.

Y es, the Republican convention was triumphant, and yes, the paty platform isthe most reactionary in one
hundred years. But that was dl show, pure Hollywood. The reality is quite different: an economic “recov-
ery” dangerously imbd anced toward corpor ate profitswithout jobs, afederd deficit that grows more
monstrous with each passing month, health care costs that continue to spiral as more Americanslose
insurance coverage, the travesty of public education, and blithe dismissd of the public’'s environmentd
concerns. Bush’'sdreamy visons and erzatz policies cannot improve any of those problems. The redity of
Two A mericas has not yet penetrated the corridors of power, but it might.

Given tha hisponderous Saturn transits continue for the next three years, forcing greater humility and
moderation, | think Mr. Bush might just rein himsdf in.

JOHN KERRY

The overview of John Kery’'s chart for the next four yearsis very different from President Bush's. Though
Bush shareswith K erry avolatile Uranus-Mars transit, Kerry's chart asawhole is altogether more provoca
tive

2005 represents a pivotd year for Kerry. It culminates a four-year period of life-changing Plutonian cycles
that started in 2002, during which Kerry thrust himsdf into thelimdight and went through numerous death-
rebirth experiences, induding cancer surgery and hissurprising rise, fdl, and phoenix-like resurrection
among Democratic presidentid contenders. The last of that series of dramatic transits is Pluto opposite his
natd Saturn throughout the entire year of 2005.

Thisisa prof ound test, symbolizing the welling up of one’s worst f ears so that they may bepurged, findly
and for good. Likechemotherapy, Pluto oppose Saturn is harsh medicine used to achieve a positiveresuilt,
but that doesn’t make it any essier to go through. All the work Kerry has donein hislife will seem to have
been for nothing. He may experience betrayal or loss in persond and professiona relaionshipsin which he
hasinvested a grea ded. His publicimage may be tarnished. The simplest way thesetrids could take
shape would be through Kerry's losing the dection and feding crushed in theaftermath, but life does not
adways take the simplest route. Should he win the presidency, thetransit will signify very powerful forces
arayed against himinacrisis of authority. Kerry will need every ounce of fortitude he can muster.

Inthe same year, K ery begins another mgor period, thistimeoverwhedmingly Uranian intone. Over the
five years from 2005-2009, Kerry undergoes TEN Uranus transits, more than twice the number in an
average chart. Thelistisimpressive ganing intensity over time

* Uranus s=¢tile Mercury (2005)

* Uranus inconjunct Midheaven (2005)
* Uranus inconjunct Pluto (2005)

* Uranus gyuare Uranus (2005)

* Uranus gjuare Mars (2005-2006)

* Uranus gjuare Ascendant (2007)

* Uranus square Moon (2007)

* Uranus oppose Chiron (2007)

* Uranus square Sun (2007-2008)

* Uranus square Saturn (2009)

Wow. Read that list to any astrologer and watch the reaction on his or her face

Asthese successive and overlgpping Uranustransits begin to unfoldin thelatespring of 2005, Kerry
movesinto mgor Saturn transits soon thereafter, meaning that—Ilike Bush—he will feel conflict between
action and restraint. If elected, Kerry must survivethe pressures of a supremdy challenging first year in
office. From the summer of 2006 on, however, the lightning willfulness of Uranus predominates, teking

center stagein hischart.
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By his second yeer in office, John Kerry would be nothing like the candidate of the campaign tral, where
accusaions of stiffness, flip-flopping, and overly nuanced responses have dogged his hed's and blunted his
impact. Tha cautionwill bereplaced by the degp commitment Kerry displayed in 1971 with his passionate
and el oquent testimony before a Congressiond subcommittee in protesting the immordity of the Vietham
Wear. The careful politician of recent years givesway to theprincipled fighter for justiceof earlier decades.

Two extreme and contradictory options emerge for a Kerry presidency, should he be dected. If world
events take a turn for the wor se, as they could, threatening America’s security or actively harming us again,
John Kerry will turnto the warrior side of hisnaure with aferocity and resolve that would make even
George Bush envious. If such unplessant circumstances occur, Kerry will not hesitateto useall necessary
force

The other option is more hopeful . If the geopoliticd situation can be stabilized, then Kerry might articulate
astriking new vision for America, chdlenging the nation to move in aradicd and progressive direction.
Given the current quagmire in Iraq and the intense polarizationin American politicsand culture, it'shard to
imagine tha such ashift could occur. Nonethdess, Kerry's chart suggeststhat the possbility exists.
Redisticdly, | have to believe that someseverecrisiswould need to occur in Kerry'sfirst twoyearsas
President to provoke a gavanizing reunification. | don’t reish the notion of another traumalike 9-11 (nor
its sad aftermath), but that might bewhat it takes to wake us up in timeto change our collectivefuturefor
the better.

CONCLUSION

| don’t daim to know who will winthe dection. At thispoint, Bush hasalead, but the debates are yet to
come. Both men are fighters when the chips are down, and Kerry doses well. Given wha's coming in each
of ther charts, Bushisdefinitdy the more predictable of the two candidates. Not surprisingly, hischart
reved s a continuation of previous policies, but with an unexpected sense of sobering and perhaps increased
pragmatism. Kerry, on theother hand, isatrue wild card, and very likdy to shock everyone.

2005 isadangerous year for whichever head wears the crown. Beyond that immediae chdlenge, thelarger
guestion facing our next president iswhether he can shape thef uture by the force of hiswill or find himsdf
backed into an uncomfortable corner by events quitebeyond his power to control. For George W. Bush,
thismeans choosing redity over sincere but misguided fantasies. For John Kerry, it means stepping up to
theplate and swinging for the rafters.

Bill Herbst resides in Minneapolis Minnesota. To schedule an astrological sesson, either in-person locally or
long-distance via telephone, send an email to bill@billherbst.com, or call 612-207-4486 and |eave a voicemail.
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